Appl. No. 10/073,431 

Amdt. Date: September 15, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of March 15, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A us e r int e rfac e method that displays a hi e rarchy of an attribut e in a 
troo format for th e purpos e of applying valu e s to objects r e pr e s e nt e d by th e m e mb e rs of 
th e attribut e s in th e hi e rarchy for applying and editing attributes of data stored in a 
hierarchical database comprising: 

(a) creating said hierarchical database, wherein data stored in said database is represented 
by members organized in hierarchical manner, said members including a parent member 
at the top of said database, said parent member having one or more descendant members; 

(b) displaying said parent member and one or more decision attributes associated with 
said parent member, and wherein descendant members of said parent member are 
assigned the decision attributes of said parent member; 

(c) displaying said descendant members of said parent member; 

(d) selecting one or more of said descendant members and editing a decision attribute of 
said selected descendant members, and wherein said edited decision attribute is 
automatically applied to all direct descendants of said selected descendant members; and 

(e) displaying a summary view showing said parent member and said selected descendant 
members having an edited decision attribute . 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 including the step of applying mor e than on e 
typ e of valu e to objects r e pr e s e nt e d by th e m e mb e rs of th e hierarchy hiding all direct 
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descendant members of said descendant members not selected for editing a decision 

attribute . 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein obj e cts r e pr e s e nted by mor e than 
on e attribut e hi e rarchy ar e incorporat e d into on e virtual hi e rarchy by ins e rting oth e r 
attribut e hi e rarchies into th e primary hi e rarchy to cr e at e on e virtual hi e rarchy said 
decision attribute is a pricing factor of a product or service represented by said database . 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wh e r e in valu e s appli e d to obj e cts r e pr e sent e d 
by a high e r hi e rarchy m e mb e r in a tr ee ar e appli e d furth e r on down th e tr ee only to 
objects r e pres e nt e d by m e mb e rs that ar e n e ith e r reb e ls, i. e . the user has not appli e d valu e s 
to directly to m e mb e rs, nor dir e ct desc e ndants of r e b e ls 3 wherein said pricing factor is a 
percent discount, percent markup or percent margin . 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 including th e featur e of canceling us e r's 
application of valu e s to a m e mb e r in th e tre e wherein said decision attribute is a source of 
goods or services, a supplier's name or shipping carrier code . 

6. cancelled 

7. cancelled 
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